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Reaching for the Top

staff writer at People magazine to

assistant managing editor posi-
tions at Life and InStyle to helping
lead the rejuvenation of Us magazine;
from writing about celebrities to
attending Fashion Week with them;
from working under Bonnie Fuller to
replacing her.

But, for just a minute, forget
that Janice Min is one of the country's
highest-ranking Asian Americans in
magazine journalism, and consider
this instead: She’s only 34.

“Janice was on the fast track
from nearly Day One, so I think few
are surprised by where she is now,”
says Jeannie Park, a friend of Min’s
and a People executive editor who,

In 10 years she has gone from a

By Monty Phan

like Min, is Korean American. “She
was always pretty clear about what
worked for her and what didn’t.”

In fact, the surprise wasn't that
Min landed the Us editor-in-chief job,
it was that there was even an opening
at all.

Min was vacationing in Italy
when Fuller, who was credited with
leading Us magazine’s turnaround as
a heavy hitter in celebrity-driven
magazines, abruptly announced in
June that she was heading to
American Media, where she’ll over-
see such titles as the National
Enquirer and the Star tabloids.

Min says even she was unaware

Fuller was leaving, but the specula-
tion was that Min was the favorite to
assume the
helm, and
in July
that’s what
happened.
Min went
from over-
seeing sto-
ries about
newsmak-
ers to
briefly
becoming
one her-
self, but
few, if any, of the reports made any
references to her ethnicity. That didn’t

Janice Min

See MIN on Page 8

Day
IN the
Park

(left to right) Ash
Kurlekar, Jeff
Yang of Factor
Inc., Mark
Angeles of
Associated Press
and Patti Huang
of Forbes Global
cheer at the AAJA
softball game.




Contributors

Seema Kalia is the host of WLIW/PBS’ “21
Forum,” and the interview show “Q&A.” She
worked as a litigation lawyer before becoming a
journalist. She lives in Manhattan and Long Beach
with her husband and young daughter.

Monty Phan is a business reporter for Newsday,
where he has worked since November 2000.
Previously, he worked as a features reporter at the
Arizona Republic, where he covered entertainment
and technology for three years after graduating from
the University of Arizona in Tucson. He is married to
wife Cara and lives in Manhattan with his two dogs,
Schnapps (a.k.a. The Good One) and Chopper (a.k.a.
The Evil One).

Henry Moritsugu got his start in the ethnic press,
as English section editor of a Japanese community
semi-weekly based in Toronto. His first daily was
in a town 350 frozen miles north of there. He went
on to the Montreal Star and became a copy editor.
Next came the Philadelphia Inquirer , then Long
Island. He is a news editor at Newsday and a past
president of the New York chapter.

Aisha Khan is a copy editor on the foreign desk at
the Los Angeles Times in the Minority Editorial
Training Program. She worked for three years at
The Asian Age, a leading daily in India before com-
ing to New York for a graduate program in journal-
ism and Near Eastern Studies at New York
University. She is having her first baby in February.
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NABJ presid

ent and Newsday staff
writer Herb Lowe, P.J. Joshi and
Newsday asst. managing editor John
Mancini at the San Diego conference.

An Exercise in Humility

By SEEMA KALIA

New York chapter president, P.J. (Pradnya) Joshi is a
business reporter for Newsday. Last summer, she was
selected as member of the year at this year’s AAJA
convention in San Diego. But try getting her to talk
about it.

Like any true journalist, P.J. bristles at being the
subject of the story, and instead keeps gravitating
toward other subjects that are of far greater interest to
her.

P.J. first got involved with AAJA after she
received a scholarship in 1992.

After she settled into a job, she joined her local
chapter. She has increased her involvement gradually
over the years, culminating with her position as the
New York chapter president for the past four years.

She has a philosophical approach to her commit-
ment to AAJA and its role in helping Asian American
journalists establish themselves profes-
sionally.

be recognized” she hastens to diminish her prudent
management as a cause of the chapter’s success.

According to PJ, the New York chapter has been
financially stable thanks to the contributions of senior
members and the fact that “it’s easy for local chapters
to keep a low overhead.” That same financial man-
agement skill has allowed three new scholarships to be
recently established under her watch.

P.J.’s many accomplishments are highlighted by
her low-key demeanor. There are few effective lead-
ers who don’t make their egos part of the agenda, but
P.J. seems to get everything done without putting her-
self in the picture. She doesn't seem interested in
recognition, as long as she can be productive and
involved.

In keeping with her spirit of involvement with
the AAJA, PJ. applied for and was selected as a
Freeman Fellow, a program organized by the non-

profit Asia Foundaion. The program

“Ifvou helo others. others will hel PROFILE selects one Asian American member
you. We’yre tryigg to create 4 sense 01} 2V \b 4. afe)s B of various professions such as journal-

community in order
to help journalists
develop.”

She sees AAJA
as a vehicle for jour-
nalists to contribute,
through good will
and good faith efforts
to help others keep-
ing in mind that all of
us have had to draw
on the good will and
help of others at
some point in our
careers. And just as a job hunt in
no longer a one-time activity for
most journalists, P.J. says nor
should a commitment to groups like AAJA. “It’s not
just a one-time thing.” When asked about the roots of
her own drive to help grow and develop the AAJA,
she said “I feel I owe AAJA a big debt, so I want to do
anything I can to give back.”

Evidently, it was the AAJA that felt they had to
give back to P.J. This year, she was recognized for a
number of great accomplishments on behalf of AAJA
members.

In the previous year P.J. organized a New York
mini-conference that had excellent attendance, a busi-
ness journalism workshop that offered applicants
unique and privileged access to some of the best busi-
ness journalists working and she helped coordinate
many fund-raising activities. Her fund-raising efforts
have been so successful, that AAJA’s New York chap-
ter was in a position to make a $20,000 donation to the
national AAJA.

Although she acknowledges that it is “a thrill to

“It’s not just a
one-time thing. [
feel I owe AAJA a
big debt, so I want
to do anything 1

can to give back.”

ism, law and education and arranges
for them to travel to, and study Asia as
part of a special group.

This year, the fellows went to
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam for
15 days in September.

P.J. describes the highlights of
the experience as those where she got
to leave capital cities to go to the vil-
lages. She found Thai people to be
open, and willing to share opinions,
but it was harder to communicate
freely with the Vietnamese people she
met because of the required govern-
ment escorts. As she expected, many
people she met were critical of the Bush administra-
tion and its foreign policy. But P.J. was encouraged
that most separated their feelings for the US govern-
ment from their feelings for American people. The
program also offered P.J. a chance to see how policy
and economic problems were approached by people
from other professions.

Just before going on the fellowship trip, P.J.
went to India with her husband, Ash, on a personal
vacation to visit with family.

“You see things differently there than a non-
Asian would see them. You also see it differently as a
westerner. You see how things can be improved.” “A
foot in both worlds,” she adds “makes you aware of
your own biases, and how you see things. You can bet-
ter compare your experiences.” She says she encour-
ages AAJA members to visit other countries for the
insight and perspectives these trips provide. It all goes,
she adds, into “making you a better journalist.”

That striving to be better at the things she cares
deeply about, journalism and the AAJA, is why AAJA
board members saw fit to recognize her. And it's her
deep humility that makes her really wish that we
wouldn’t make a fuss about it.






New Yorkers Learn New Tricks

By PATRICIA HUANG

Invited to “Catch the Wave” in
San Diego at this year’s national
AAIJA convention, I decided to take
the suggestion literally and signed up
for AAJA’s Saturday morning surfing
clinic.

After three days of conferenc-
ing, I was ready to jump into the sea
and hang ten with the theme song to
“Hawaii Five-0” looping through my
mind.

But could I, a New Yorker, pull
it off?

I headed out with Vivian Lin,
our fearless leader, and a group of
about 30 to find out.

We were welcomed by our
instructors, Southern California’s
famous Willis brothers, Michael and
Milton, and their posse of bleached-
blonde kahuna.

Greeting us
on the beach like
we were stepping

Cheryl Diaz
Meyer of the
Dallas
Morning News
shares a drink
with Newsday s
Jiro Ose at a
party during
the convention.
Both photogra-
phers had been
covering the
war in Iraq.
Meyer had
been
‘embedded’
with the
Marines.

into their home, the brothers spoke to
us with the air of those spreading the
gospel.
Lesson One: Respect the ocean.
Lesson Two: (which I would sudden-
ly recall later in the water and
moments before getting bonked in
the ear with my own board) Never
hold the board between your face and
an oncoming wave.
Lesson Three: Ohana. Revealed as
we were asked to stand in a ceremo-
nious circle and join knuckles in a
sort of Wonder Twins power stance.

We are ohana (the Hawaiian
word for family), the brothers said. In
this formation we repeated after our
hosts in unison, ohana, as in: take
care of one another out there.

A few sun salutations later, we

were plunging in.

Like surf valets, our instructors
lined up in the ocean to fetch us one
by one with board in hand. They led
us out over the waves to chest-high
water, turned us around and gave us a
push, yelling, “OK, now! Paddle!”

After that, it was pop up and
watch out for civilians. Some minor
injuries aside, we found the perfectly
novice-sized 3-foot waves allowed
for many brief moments of glory.

After recovering from getting
smacked on the posterior by his
board, News Channel 4’s Ti-hua
Chang pulled off the feat of turning.

Even for us urbanites, the sea
was accommodating. We came, we
saw and we caught the wave, and the
spirit of ohana.




Reuters headquarters in
Times Square hosted 15
AAJA members from
around the

country during the first
AAJA Business
Reporting Workshop in
October.

L T . - ”
Parents magazine's Sally Farhat, ABC News' Barbara Chen and Newsday's Henry AAJA members Qin Li of Sino Television and Allison Cheng and Sandra Endo,
Moritsugu at the 2003 holiday party. both of NY'1 News, enjoy the 2003 AAJA-NY holiday party.

AAJA Calendar of Events

Saturday, March 27, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Hilton New York -- AAJA East Coast Mini-Conference for journalists -- See next page for schedule
April 20: Deadline to apply for AAJA/WPIX Internship for Student Members

Saturday, April 24, offices of People magazine -- Annual AAJA-NY Critique Session for members

May: Asian American Heritage Month -- see future chapter calendars for details

May 1: Deadline to apply for AAJA-NY High School Scholarship -- encourage students in the New York area to apply! Applications are
available on the chapter website at:www.aaja.org/Chapters/New York

May 7: Deadline for nominations for AAJA National awards; see national website for details

June 15: Pre-registration deadline for Unity 2004 conference; AAJA members can save $200 off on-site registration fees by registering before
June 15

Aug 4-8: 2004 UNITY: Journalists of Color Convention & Career Expo to be held in Washington, D.C.







Janice Min’s Rise to the Top

Continued from Page 1

go unnoticed by Min.

“I guess you can look at it as a positive that Asian
Americans are such a presence at magazines now in a way
that they weren’t a decade ago,” says Min, who lives in
Manhattan. “My rise to the top [of Us magazine] is not in
itself a news story, but it’s something that definitely would-
n’t have happened 20 years ago, or 10 years ago.”

Min, the youngest of three children, was born in Atlanta
and grew up in Littleton, Colo., about a mile from Columbine
High School, which she didn’t attend. She always wanted to
be a journalist, she says, serving as news editor of her high
school paper.

Min came to New York for undergraduate studies at
Columbia University and went on to get a degree from the
Columbia School of Journalism.

She joined People as a staff writer in 1993, rising to
senior editor before jumping to two other Time Inc. publica-
tions: Life magazine, where she worked from 1998 to "99,
and then /nStyle, which she left last year to join Fuller at Us.

Min says her her days now are “very intense.” The
magazine closes Monday nights, when she typically leaves
the office around midnight or 1 a.m. The rest of the week is
a gradual crescendo to Monday night madness. After arriv-
ing most days at about 9 a.m., her day gets progressively
longer from Tuesday to Friday, when she usually leaves
between 9 p.m. and midnight. Thankfully, she says, she does-

MEDIA WATCH PANEL

If there is a questionable news item you would
like to report, please e-mail the Media Watch
Committee at nymediawatch@hotmail.com or
call (212)996.7727

n't work weekends, giving her time to spend with her hus-
band, a teacher at Horace Mann School in the Bronx.

But regardless of the intensity, her job is far from bor-
ing. During Fashion Week in September, Min went to four
shows, spending one evening with Carson Kressley of
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy,” another with singer
Ashanti and two evenings with singer Jessica Simpson.
Moreover, she just celebrated one of the biggest newsstand
sellers in Us’ history: 900,000 copies of the “Jen and Ben
break-up issue” (that was quickly followed by the “Jen and
Ben make-up issue”).

No matter what others may think of her job, though, she
knows it’s simply that: a job.

“I think they find it incredible and amazing,” Min says
of friends’ reaction to her celebrity elbow-rubbing. “I find it
amazing. [But] I think I’m good at separating my role as edi-
tor in chief and the role of being the same person I am and
who I’ll always continue to be.”




